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Trage yes, secrets no

es
Reagan's forceful efforis w make sure that significdat
technology is excluded from trzde with the Soviet Union
ought to ponder the Jatest developments in the zpplicz-
tior of ecvanced electronics w military wezpons (pege
74). The crematic success of the Isrzelis in vsing U. S,
elecironic wezpons to destroy Syrian surface-to-zir mis-
siles is only one example of how crucial such Wezpons
hzve become. They will be even more critica) 2s new gen-
erztions of increasingly sophisticated equipment zre ge
veloped. It is importznt © note that an unmztched elec-
tronies technology infrestructure gives the C.s. what
meYy very well be an unbeztzble superiority in inventng
end developing electronic weapons. At a time when the
Soviets zre expanding their industriz) espionage network
o Ty W siez! such advantec technology, simply letting
them acquire it without efort i the course of norme)
trzde wouwd be zbsurg. Alhough Western Europg is
bzlking 2zt President Rezgzn's zttempt to deny gas pipe
line equipment to the Seviets, it is heartening that most
U. 8. zliles do support his effors to cut off electronics

Courntries thzt have tended to bridle under President
T orce
is

echnology.

Spending for electronic weapons is the {astest-grow-
ing item in the defense budget These devices zre zireacdy
eltering Pentzgon thinking zbout furure geferse needs.
More cost-efiective, they can eporecizbly enhance and
prolong the usefu) life of the vestly more expensive gir-
¢rzft znd ships that serve s pladorms for missiles znd
cefensive equipment. Elecronic weapons ¢can give mili-
tery plznners new fiexibility and perhaps produce some
recuctions in the military bucget over the next decade.
The zdvenced technology is reising questons zbout U, 8.
wezDOns szies policy with fears thet if these devices are
included in future sales, they could wind up in the hznds
of an zdverszry. Most important, by mezns of these
wezpors, the U. S. will zchieve considerzble tactica) su-
periorizy over the Soviets. In thic sense, electronic war-
fzre will be politically destabilizing, and the Russians
might react zggressively. But the threat of 2 new compe-
tTor in electronic weaponry—one in which the Pussians
would probably lag behind—could eventually bring them
i the bzrgzining t2ble to negotizte 2rms control. Either
way, the challenge to U. S. politicz] 2nd military zbilities
could not be more clearly drewm.
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